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capable, who, it seems, would as soon dispense with
eating as with smoking.

With this good man, who was a widower, were
baptized two of his granddaughters, whom he singu-
larly cherished, which [79] was no small mark of his
faith and of his love for Christianity, considering the
idea common throughout the country that Baptism
caused all classes of people to die, but especially
children.

This man’s example was followed a few days
afterwards by eleven other persons, chosen from the
number of Catechumens, who had been carefully
instructed and who were continually asking for bap-
tism. Accordingly, these twelve or fifteen being all
present at Mass on the first day of the year 1639, this
is the day which we shall always observe and recog-
nize as that of the birth of this New Church,—as
that of the Conception of the Virgin, as the birthday
of the church at the Residence of la Conception.

Since then we have continued from time to time to
baptize men and women who have been found willing
and fitted to receive this blessing; so that the num-
ber of persons baptized in this Village, making pro-
fession of Christianity, at present amounts to nearly
thirty, as we have said above.

I shall not enlarge here upon the comfort and satis-
faction that is afforded us [80] by this little company,
and especially by some of them, nor upon the causes
which have preceded and contributed to this holy
Work,—the whole resembling, and in scarcely any
respect unlike, what we have related in the preced-
ing Chapter, in speaking of the birth of the New
Church of the Residence of la Conception. If it were
only a matter of resolution and courage of these Neo-



